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1. The patient’s vital signs ( ) incorrectly at that moment.
A. might be having been recorded B. might be been having recorded
C. might have been being recorded D. might have been recording
2. What's your ( ) on this paper in the Lancet, the famous medical journal?
A. make B. look C. take D. get
3. The ( ) of a rectangle seven inches long and nine inches wide is 63 square inches.
A. area B. size C. volume D. region
4. The National Gallery in London is ( ).
A. worth visiting it B. worth to visit it
C. worth visiting D. worth to visit
5. The project is challenging, ( ) because it requires cooperation between different
departments.
A. so far B. no longer C. if ever D. not least
6. I was none the ( ) for meditating for ten minutes.
A. calmer B. focused C. peaceful D. relaxed
7. T'd ( ) the patient’s complaints even if they sound trivial.
A. rather not to dismiss B. rather not dismiss
C. not rather dismissing D. not rather dismiss
8. You ( ) so early. You could have stayed at home a little longer.
A. needed to not come B. needn’t have come
C. needn’t to come D. didn’t need come
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9. Before reaching a conclusion, the scientist carefully examined all the ( ).

A. evidences B. documents C. feedbacks D. advices
10. ( ) the difficulties the team encountered, the project was completed on time.

A. With all B. Without C. All of D. Along with
11. ( ) that every child should have access to it.

A. Education is so importance

B. So important education is

C. Education is such important

D. Such is the importance of education

12. T've got to finish this assignment by Monday. ( ) my free time for the weekend.
A. There goes B. Here goes C. There comes D. Here comes

13. Brian wasn’t ( ) interested in the movie. He preferred to read a book instead.
A. the B. which C. what D. that

14. ( ) that afternoon tea is considered an important tradition in Britain?
A. What is reason B. How do you think
C. How come D. Why is it

15. I'm all about cake, ( ), and milkshake — can’t help it, they all rhyme!

A. chocolate B. coffee C. steak D. melon
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[1] The American anthropologist Edward T. Hall introduced a distinction between two
types of communication culture: high-context and low-context. Like all good theories, it
simplifies reality to illuminating effect. In a low-context culture, communication is explicit
and direct. What people say is taken to be an expression of their thoughts and feelings.
You don’t need to understand the context —who is speaking, in what situation —to
understand the message. A high-context culture is one in which little is said explicitly,
and most of the message is implied. The meaning of each message resides not so much
in the words themselves, as in the context. Communication is oblique, subtle, ambiguous.

[2] Broadly speaking, countries in Europe and North America are low-context cultures,
while Asian countries are high-context. ( I ), bubuzuke is a simple Japanese dish,
popular in Kyoto, made by pouring green tea or broth over rice. If you're at the home of
a Kyoto native and they offer you bubuzuke, you might decide to answer yes or no,
depending on whether you feel hungry. But in Kyoto, offering bubuzuke is the traditional
way to signal that it’s time for a guest to leave. You would need to know the context to
get the message. ( A )

[3] High-context societies such as Japan's tend to be more traditional and more formal.
Good communication means having a deep understanding of shared symbols and unspoken
rules of civility, such as deference™® to seniority of age and rank. The primary purpose of
communication is to maintain good relationships, rather than to exchange information or
get something off your chest. An emphasis is put (7 ) listening, since the listener in
a high-context exchange must read between ( II ) in order to understand what is being
said. Speakers in high-context cultures tend to be economical with words, comfortable
with pauses, and happy to wait their turn to speak.

[4] Low-context societies, like the USA’s, are less traditional and more diverse. They
involve more short-term relationships, more flux and less deference. When it comes
( - ) speaking or listening, knowledge of tradition, protocol and rank doesn’t help
quite so much; everybody speaks for themselves. Since you can’t trust the context, people
rely on language itself. Low-context communication is characterised by what one scholar
calls ‘the constant and sometimes never-ending use of words’. Intentions are ( II ),
desires expressed, explanations given. People use first names and engage in small talk.
There is more interruption and cross-talking — and more arguing. ( B )

[5] This brings us to the most important difference between high-context and low-context
cultures: the degree of conflict each generates. In Asian cultures, expressing your opinion
directly and forcefully is unusual. It can be interpreted as callow or even offensive.
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Westerners are more willing to ‘speak their mind’ and risk confrontation. Differing
opinions are expected, even when they generate friction. The difference is ( IV ): even
in the West, we have developed cultural strategies to avoid too much argument, like the

custom of not discussing politics or religion over dinner. But as such traditions fade, so

does their dampening effect on conflict.

[6] Hall's high- and low-context culture model is applicable at any scale. People who live in
villages where everyone knows each other engage in more (1 ) communication —
nods and winks —than people who live in big cities, who are used to encountering
strangers from different backgrounds. In long-established organisations, staff may be
able to make their intentions known to each other in a way that leaves newcomers
( 'V ), whereas in a start-up, anything that isn’t explicitly expressed will not be heard.
Individuals shift between high- and low-context modes: with family or friends, you
probably do a lot of ( ii ) communication, but when talking to someone in a call
centre, you go low-context. Low-context cultures are better suited to societies undergoing
change, with high levels of diversity and innovation. But they can also feel impersonal,
brittle and unpredictable, and contain greater potential for strife.

[7] Most of us, wherever we are in the world, are living increasingly ( iii ) lives, as
more and more of us flock to cities, do business with strangers and converse over
smartphones. Different countries still have different communication cultures, but nearly
all of them are subject to the same global vectors of commerce, urbanisation and
technology — forces that dissolve tradition, flatten hierarchy and increase the scope for
arguments. It’s not at all clear that we are prepared for this. ( C )

[8] For most of our existence as a species, humans have operated in ( iv ) mode. Our
ancestors lived in settlements and tribes with shared traditions and settled chains of
command. Now, we frequently encounter others with values and customs different to our
own. At the same time, we are more temperamentally egalitarian™ than ever.
Everywhere you look, there are interactions in which all parties have or demand an equal
voice. Take the way that marriage has changed. Seventy years ago, there would have
been little need for the partners in most marriages to discuss who was going to perform
which household chores, or who looked after the children — such things went unsaid.

People outsourced those decisions to the culture. With the rise of gender equality, the

modern household requires more explicit communication and negotiation. Context no
longer tells us who should be doing the laundry. You can believe, as I do, that this
change is overwhelmingly a good thing, and still recognise that it increases the potential
for thorny disagreements.
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[9] For marriage, read society as a whole. Children are less likely to obey parental
authority silently; organisations rely less on command-and-control and more on
collaboration; journalists no longer expect readers to take their word (7 ) it; football
managers have discovered that screaming at their players in the dressing room is not
necessarily the most effective route to success. Everyone expects their opinion to be
heard and, increasingly, it can be. In this raucous®, irreverent, gloriously diverse world,
previously implicit rules about what can and cannot be said are looser and more fluid,
sometimes even disappearing. ( D )

[10] The low-context shift has been a long time in the making but its speed is being
accelerated, at a dizzying rate, by communication ( VI ). Humans have a highly
evolved ability to discern a person’s intent from their eyes, posture and movement, the
pitch and inflexion of their speech. Online, that context is taken away. Smartphone
interfaces and microblogging platforms are low-context ( VI ), restricting the user
(T ) afew words or images at a time. We get only a crude read on someone’s intent
from text, even when the signal is boosted with emojis. Think about what defines
low-context culture, at least in its extreme form: endless chatter, frequent argument;
everyone telling you what they think, all the time. Remind you ( 4 ) anything? As
Ian Macduff, an expert in conflict resolution, puts it, “The world of the internet looks
predominantly like a low-context world.” Meanwhile, we rely on conflict-resolution tactics

evolved for the world of 200, 000 years ago.

[Adapted from Ian Leslie 2022 How to Disagree]
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